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Remarks at a United Nations Luncheon in New York City
October 22, 1995

Mr. Secretary-General, first, on behalf of all
of us here present, let me thank you for your
hospitality. But far more important, I thank you
for your leadership, your energy, your resolve,
and the vision of the United Nations and the
world for the next 50 years that you have just
painted for us. To be sure, the United Nations
will face greater demands, but the potential for
doing greater good is there as well. And we
believe that your leadership has played a very
important role in bringing us to this point.

This morning, I was able to speak about many
of the specific activities of the United Nations
and some that I hope we will undertake in the
future. At this luncheon, I would just like to
thank you for something that has been done
by the United Nations in the last couple of
years that I believe has been also very impor-
tant, and that is the effort that you have made
through the international conferences sponsored
by the U.N. to change the way we think and
to deepen our understanding. From Rio to Vi-
enna to Copenhagen to Cairo to Beijing, you
have brought the peoples of the world together
to help us to learn about one another and to
change the way we think about the present and
the way we imagine the future. And that, in
the end, may be the most important legacy of
the last few years.

Finally, let me say to you, Mr. Secretary-Gen-
eral, and to all of you here present, it has been

a profound honor for the United States to host
the U.N. for these last 50 years. We know that
from time to time, because of the differences
between our nations, during the cold war and
in other ways, it has not always been easy for
other countries to have the United States as
the host. But we have always tried to provide
here at the U.N., notwithstanding the dif-
ferences among countries from time to time,
a haven where all the members can come, have
their say, and be weighed in the court of public
opinion.

I would say to you that we here in the United
States still treasure the opportunity that was
given to us 50 years ago to be the host of
the United Nations. We have benefited from
it in ways that even our own citizens are often
unaware. And we hope that the next 50 years
will be an even richer, more profoundly success-
ful endeavor by all of us because of what we
have learned by working together in this last
half century.

I’d like to conclude by offering a toast to
the Secretary-General and to the United Na-
tions.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:39
p.m. in the North Lounge at the United Nations
Headquarters.

Message to the Congress on Sanctions Against Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia
October 21, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 240(b) of the International

Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(b) and section 301 of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, I hereby report
that I have exercised my statutory authority to
declare a national emergency in response to the
unusual and extraordinary threat posed to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States by the actions of significant

foreign narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia and to issue an Executive order that:

blocks all property and interests in property
in the United States or within the posses-
sion or control of United States persons
of significant foreign narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia designated in the Ex-
ecutive order or other persons designated
pursuant thereto; and
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prohibits any transaction or dealing by
United States persons or within the United
States in property of the persons designated
in the Executive order or other persons
designated pursuant thereto.

In the Executive order (copy attached) I have
designated four significant foreign narcotics traf-
fickers who are principals in the so-called Cali
cartel in Colombia. I have also authorized the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Attorney General and the Secretary of State,
to designate additional foreign persons who play
a significant role in international narcotics traf-
ficking centered in Colombia or who materially
support such trafficking, and other persons de-
termined to be owned or controlled by or to
act for or on behalf of designated persons,
whose property or transactions or dealings in
property in the United States or with United
States persons shall be subject to the prohibi-
tions contained in the order.

I have authorized these measures in response
to the relentless threat posed by significant for-
eign narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
to the national security, foreign policy, and econ-
omy of the United States.

Narcotics production has grown substantially
in recent years. Potential cocaine production—
a majority of which is bound for the United
States—is approximately 850 metric tons per
year. Narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
have exercised control over more than 80 per-
cent of the cocaine entering the United States.

Narcotics trafficking centered in Colombia un-
dermines dramatically the health and well-being
of United States citizens as well as the domestic
economy. Such trafficking also harms trade and
commercial relations between our countries. The
penetration of legitimate sectors of the Colom-
bian economy by the so-called Cali cartel has
frequently permitted it to corrupt various institu-
tions of Colombian government and society and
to disrupt Colombian commerce and economic
development.

The economic impact and corrupting financial
influence of such narcotics trafficking is not lim-

ited to Colombia but affects commerce and fi-
nance in the United States and beyond. United
States law enforcement authorities estimate that
the traffickers are responsible for the repatri-
ation of $4.7 to $7 billion in illicit drug profits
from the United States to Colombia annually,
some of which is invested in ostensibly legiti-
mate businesses. Financial resources of that
magnitude, which have been illicitly generated
and injected into the legitimate channels of
international commerce, threaten the integrity
of the domestic and international financial sys-
tems on which the economies of many nations
now rely.

For all of these reasons, I have determined
that the actions of significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia, and the unparalleled vio-
lence, corruption, and harm that they cause in
the United States and abroad, constitute an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. I have, accordingly, declared a
national emergency in response to this threat.

The measures I am taking are designed to
deny these traffickers the benefit of any assets
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States
and to prevent United States persons from en-
gaging in any commercial dealings with them,
their front companies, and their agents. These
measures demonstrate firmly and decisively the
commitment of the United States to end the
scourge that such traffickers have wrought upon
society in the United States and beyond. The
magnitude and dimension of the current prob-
lem warrant utilizing all available tools to wrest
the destructive hold that these traffickers have
on society and governments.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 21, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 23. The Execu-
tive order is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.
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